
In & around the Benefice…. 
3rd January | The Second Sunday of Christmas/Epiphany 

Please hold in your prayers this week:  

• Each of our villages as we make sense of new regulations 

• Pubs and other businesses in our area who may be finding these times very difficult 

• The schools in our benefice:  
 Grendon C of E Primary School with John Wayland their Headteacher and Charlotte French their 

Deputy Head, the staff and pupils 
 Denton Primary School with Louise Brown their Headteacher, the staff and pupils 
 Yardley Hastings Primary School with Louise Brown their Headteacher, the staff and pupils 

• Those areas who find themselves in the highest Tiers 

• Businesses and those who are struggling to make ends meet 

• The health and well-being of our nation, all who are fearful and anxious 

• Those who are suffering from or affected by the COVID-19 

• Those who are suffering with non-COVID-19 related illnesses, and are afraid to seek help 

• NHS staff caring for COVID-19 patients, that they may have strength and resilience 

• Those living in North Korea, who are not free to make their own decisions 

• Those who are in residential care or housebound, among them: Audrey Desborough, Ruth Williams, 
Gwen York, Ann and Colin Dix 

• Those struggling in body, mind or spirit, among them: Jane Cave, Tom Stock, Freddie Hogan,  
Mandy Bates, Jo Cawley, Michelle Wright, Dwain and Elaine Winter, Peter Vaughan and family 

• The recently departed, amongst them Nicholas Vaughan, Malc Wright, Brian Binley,  
Christopher Burridge, and all who grieve at this time including Christopher’s parents (Russell and 
Elaine), Auntie (Nicky Wye)  and cousins (Daniel, James and Dominique) 

Please note: Rev’d Morna will be on leave from Mon 28th December until Sun 10th January.  

Contact Rev’d Janet or your churchwarden if anything cannot wait until her return.  

In light of the move to Tier 4, meaning we should be staying at home except for essential travel,  

the very infectious new COVID variant and the vulnerability of many parishioners,  

there will not be a service at Whiston on Sunday morning, nor at Grendon next Wednesday at 9.30am.  

When Rev Morna returns from leave we will make further decisions.  

Meanwhile, do join in the Zoom services at 10am on 3rd and 10th January.  

Grendon and Yardley Hastings churches will be open for private prayer as before. 

 
Join Benefice Zoom Service - 10am, Sunday 3rd January 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82888955795?pwd=RTNrTDRWbTJFRGFPRGVDelFHR0huQT09 

Meeting ID: 828 8895 5795   
Passcode:417144 

Our Rector is The Reverend Morna Simpson 
Tel:01604 319902; Email: revmorna@gmail.com 

Our Associate Priest is The Reverend Janet Tebby 
Tel: 01933 384628; Email: jtebby@gmail.com 
Our Curate is The Reverend Amanda Oliver 

Tel: 01604 983003; Email: yhbcurate@gmail.com 
Our Benefice Reader is Liz Taylor, Email: liztyardley@aol.com  

@BeneficeYardley  www.yardleyhastingsbenefice.co.uk 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82888955795?pwd=RTNrTDRWbTJFRGFPRGVDelFHR0huQT09
mailto:liztyardley@aol.com
http://www.yardleyhastingsbenefice.co.uk


The Collect 
Creator of the heavens, who led the Magi by a star 
to worship the Christ-child:  guide and sustain us, 
that we may find our journey’s end  
in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 
First Reading 
Isaiah 60:  1-6 
 
Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the  
Lord has risen upon you. For darkness shall cover the 
earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will 
arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you. 
Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the 
brightness of your dawn. Lift up your eyes and look 
around; they all gather together, they come to you; your 
sons shall come from far away, and your daughters shall 
be carried on their nurses’ arms. Then you shall see and 
be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the 
abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the wealth 
of the nations shall come to you. A multitude of camels 
shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 
all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold 
and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the  
Lord. 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Second Reading 
Ephesians 3:  1-12 
 
I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you 
Gentiles— for surely you have already heard of the 
commission of God’s grace that was given to me for you,  
and how the mystery was made known to me by 
revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, a reading of 
which will enable you to perceive my understanding of the 
mystery of Christ. In former generations this mystery was 
not made known to humankind, as it has now been 
revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit:  
that is, the Gentiles have become fellow-heirs, members 
of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ 
Jesus through the gospel.  Of this gospel I have become 
a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was 
given to me by the working of his power. Although I am 
the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me 
to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches 
of Christ, and to make everyone see what is the plan of 
the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all 
things; so that through the church the wisdom of God in 
its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers 
and authorities in the heavenly places. 

This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he 
has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we 
have access to God in boldness and confidence through 
faith in him. 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Reading 
Matthew 2: 1-12 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 
Matthew.   Glory to you, O Lord 
 
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to 
Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born 
king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising,  
and have come to pay him homage.’ When King Herod 
heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with 
him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes 
of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was 
to be born. They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so 
it has been written by the prophet: 
“And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no 
means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall 
come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.” ’ 
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned 
from them the exact time when the star had appeared.  
Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search 
diligently for the child; and when you have found him, 
bring me word so that I may also go and pay him 
homage.’ When they had heard the king, they set out; 
and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had 
seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the 
child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they 
were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they 
saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down 
and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure-
chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return 
to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
Post Communion Prayer 
Lord God, the bright splendour whom the nations seek: 
may we who with the wise men have been drawn by your 
light discern the glory of your presence in your Son, the 
Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord.    
Amen 

REFLECTION 
We made it! The end of 2020! 
I guess that you, like me, had a number of Christmas cards expressing the wish for a better year ahead, or similar 
sentiment. 2020 has been challenging in so many ways, all of us have been affected either through illness,  
bereavement, financial issues or just through having to change our lifestyles and habits. What lies ahead is un-
known, but as Christians we place our trust in God to take us through.  
You may know this extract from the poem “God Knows”, which was quoted by King George VI  in his 1939 Christmas 
broadcast - it seems very relevant for now: 
   I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year: 
 “Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown.”  
 And he replied:  
 “Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the Hand of God. 
 That shall be to you better than light and safer than a known way.”  
 So I went forth, and finding the Hand of God, trod gladly into the night. 
 And He led me towards the hills and the breaking of day in the lone East.  
 
Revd Janet 


