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In & around the Benefice…. 
22nd November | Christ The King 

In line with national guidelines we have suspended all worship taking place in our buildings.  
Please note that St Andrew’s, Yardley Hastings is open for private prayer during daylight hours on  
Sundays and Wednesdays, and St Mary’s Grendon is open for private prayer between 10am and 2pm,  
also on Sundays and Wednesdays. 
 
Benefice Zoom Service - This Sunday Rev’d Morna will be taking our service. Please could you bring 
some bread and wine as we will be remembering Jesus in a number of different ways. The details to join 
are: 
Topic: Benefice Zoom Service, Time: Nov 22, 2020 10:00 AM London 
Join Zoom Meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81965974275?pwd=eVI1cjRuMDdmeTZxdVQ2S2pheFNIUT09 
Meeting ID: 819 6597 4275, Passcode: 837078 

Zoom Coffee Morning - Tea and Theology - Don’t worry, this won’t be anything too heavy, more a space 
for us to pray together and enjoy a cup of tea or coffee, and it’s the name of Rev’d Morna’s blog!  
If you are interested please join us on Zoom on Wednesday mornings from 9:30am for about an hour. 
 
Topic: Tea and Theology,  Time: This is a recurring meeting at 9.30am on Wednesdays 
Join Zoom Meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88333068230?pwd=bjBDQTIzM2V2azhQOVJDdmFGdHN1QT09 
Meeting ID: 883 3306 8230,  Passcode: 962055 
 
Morning Prayer - This is a lovely holy space where a few of us gather to begin the day in prayer from 
7.30am on Sundays to Thursdays. The service includes reading the psalms, and the set readings from the 
bible for the day as well as a time of prayer for our benefice, villages, diocese and the world beyond. It 
lasts no more than 30 minutes and it would be lovely if you would like to join. You are able to find the order 
of service for Morning Prayer each day here:  
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer  
and click on the ‘Morning Prayer’ box.  New Zoom details below for regular attenders!  
 
Topic: Morning Prayer, Time: This is a recurring meeting Meet anytime 
Join Zoom Meeting:https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81991877075?pwd=Vjc5OFArWkpPVXo1NWQ1Qkl3UVE3Zz09 
Meeting ID: 819 9187 7075,  Passcode: 187118 
 

A few weeks ago, when the second national lockdown was announced, many people expressed concern 
about our church buildings being closed. A colleague and friend of mine caught my attention with a Tweet: 

“If you’re a Christian and think it’s outrageous that you can’t practice your public faith in a lockdown here’s 
a sneaky way to bend the rules: Feed the hungry, clothe the naked, send gifts to prisoners, be a friend to 
someone lonely.”  

He was using this Sunday's gospel passage to base his thinking on. I love that this Sunday, when we  
celebrate the reign of Christ - Christ the King Sunday - we are reminded of Jesus’ words;  

“Just as you did to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did to me.”  

Christ the King sounds so regal, so grand, and yet we are reminded that Jesus is to be seen in the faces 
of those who come last in our society. There is such a pertinent call to the people of God in this passage 
to seek the face of Jesus out in the most unlikely of places, and to respond to the need that we find there. 
I encourage you to seek that face of Jesus this week, in people and places that you would not usually 
think to look, and do as God guides you to…let’s ‘bend the rules’ to honour Christ our King!  
 
Every Blessing, Morna 
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Please hold in your prayers this week: 
  
  Richard Tapp as he embarks on his new ministry as lay canon   
  All in our villages as we face a second national lockdown   
  The schools in our Benefice, the headteachers John Wayland and Louise Brown and the staff as 

 they endeavour to make school a welcoming and safe environment for all the children 
  The young people from our Benefice who are living away from home, that they keep safe in these 

 uncertain times. 
  The health and well-being of our nation, that all who are fearful and anxious may be at peace and 

 free from worry.  
  Those suffering from, affected by or working to prevent the spread of Coronavirus 
  NHS staff caring for Covid-19 patients, that they may have strength and resilience for their task, and 

 be kept safe 
  Persecuted Christians across the world, especially in North Korea 
  Those in residential care and the housebound, among them: Audrey Desborough, Ruth Williams, 

 Gwen York, Ann and Colin Dix 
  Those who suffer in body, mind or spirit, among them: Tom Stock, Nicholas Vaughan,  
 Freddie Hogan, Mandy Bates, Muriel Coulson, Thelma Denton, Malc Wright 
  The recently departed, amongst them Avril Chick, and all who grieve at this time  

This line – which is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044 – 
has been set up particularly with those unable to join online church 
services during the period of restrictions in mind.  

FEED MY SHEEP  

As a result of some conversations at Zoom Church last week we are arranging  

donations for a foodbank in Wellingborough and Northampton.  

They need:  

 tinned meals (fish, soup, fruit, puddings) toilet rolls 

 breakfast cereal shower gel 

 sugar  deodorant 

 UHT/powdered milk washing up liquid 

 instant coffee washing powder 

 cat/dog food  

If you are able to donate, please could you contact/drop off with  

Rev Morna (Denton),  

Charlotte Tipping (Yardley Hastings)  

or in the Church (Wednesday & Sunday) or Church Rooms (Tues & Saturday) in Grendon. 

Please donate by Wednesday 2nd December  

so that we can arrange for donations to be dropped off in good time.  

Thank you 



The Collect 
God the Father, 
help us to hear the call of Christ the King and to follow 
in his service, whose kingdom has no end;  
for he reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, one glory. 
Amen 
 
 
First Reading 
Ezekiel 34: 11-16, 20-24 
 
Thus says the Lord God:  
I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them 
out. As shepherds seek out their flocks when they are 
among their scattered sheep, so I will seek out my 
sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which 
they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick 
darkness. I will bring them out from the peoples and 
gather them from the countries, and will bring them into 
their own land; and I will feed them on the mountains 
of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited 
parts of the land. I will feed them with good pasture, 
and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their 
pasture; there they shall lie down in good grazing land, 
and they shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of 
Israel. I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I 
will make them lie down, says the Lord God. I will seek 
the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind 
up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the 
fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with 
justice. 
 
Therefore, thus says the Lord God to them:  
I myself will judge between the fat sheep and the lean 
sheep. Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, 
and butted at all the weak animals with your horns until 
you scattered them far and wide, I will save my flock, 
and they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge 
between sheep and sheep. 
I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant 
David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and 
be their shepherd. And I, the Lord, will be their God, 
and my servant David shall be prince among them; I, 
the Lord, have spoken. 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Second Reading 
Ephesians 1: 15-23 
 
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your 
love towards all the saints, and for this reason I do not 
cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my 
prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom 
and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with 
the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know 
what is the hope to which he has called you, what are 
the riches of his glorious inheritance among the 
saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his 
power for us who believe, according to the working of 
his great power.  
 
 

God put this power to work in Christ when he raised 
him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in 
the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority 
and power and dominion, and above every name that 
is named, not only in this age but also in the age to 
come. And he has put all things under his feet and has 
made him the head over all things for the 
church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills 
all in all.  
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Gospel Reading 
Matthew 25: 31-46 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 
Matthew.   Glory to you, O Lord 
 
Jesus said to his disciples: 
‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the 
angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his 
glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and 
he will separate people one from another as a 
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he 
will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the 
left. Then the king will say to those at his right hand, 
“Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a 
stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you 
gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I 
was in prison and you visited me.” Then the righteous 
will answer him, “Lord, when was it that we saw you 
hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you 
something to drink? And when was it that we saw you 
a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you 
clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in 
prison and visited you?” And the king will answer them, 
“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of 
these who are members of my family, you did it to 
me.” Then he will say to those at his left hand, “You 
that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire 
prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry 
and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave 
me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not 
welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, 
sick and in prison and you did not visit me.” Then they 
also will answer, “Lord, when was it that we saw you 
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in 
prison, and did not take care of you?” Then he will 
answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it 
to one of the least of these, you did not do it to 
me.” And these will go away into eternal punishment, 
but the righteous into eternal life.’  
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
Post Communion Prayer 
Stir up, O Lord, the wills of your faithful people; 
that they, plenteously bringing forth the fruit of good 
works, may by you be plenteously rewarded; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 


