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In & around the Benefice…. 
13th September | Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity 

Please hold in your prayers this week:  

  The Revd Morna Simpson as she prepares to take up her role as our Rector, and for us all as we enter a new 
 chapter in the life of the Benefice  

  The schools in our Benefice, the headteachers John Wayland and Louise Brown and the staff as they endeavour to 
 make school a welcoming and safe environment for all the children 

  The young people in our Benefice who are preparing to move away from home to begin higher education courses. 

  Those suffering from, affected by or working to prevent the spread of Coronavirus 

  NHS staff caring for Covid-19 patients, that they may have strength and resilience for their task, and be kept safe 

  Persecuted Christians across the world, especially in North Korea 

  Those in residential care and the housebound, among them: Audrey Desborough, Ruth Williams, Gwen York, 
 Ann and Colin Dix 

  Those who suffer in body, mind or spirit, among them: Tom Stock, Nicholas Vaughan, Freddie Hogan, Mandy 
 Bates, Mairi Boyd, Fabienne Godfrey 

  The recently departed, amongst them Chris Sayles, and all who grieve at this time  

Benefice Worship and Praise is live online at 10am on Sunday 13th September  

Join Zoom Meeting:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86534236519       Meeting ID: 865 3423 6519 

Holy Communion services in our churches: Harvest Festival Services:     
  
13th Sept 10am Denton     13th Sept  10am Castle Ashby  
20th Sept 10am Yardley Hastings     20th Sept  10am Grendon    
27th Sept 10am Castle Ashby     27th Sept  10am Denton 
        27th Sept  3pm Whiston    
 

We request that you only attend the services in your usual church, as numbers are limited due to social distancing 

It is mandatory that face coverings should be worn by all those attending a place of worship 

Reflection: THANKSGIVING! 
 

This month of September we have made a Benefice “Season of Thanksgiving” – what would normally be Harvest 
Festivals have a slightly different feel, since we can’t sing Come ye thankful people, come and the other favourite 
Harvest hymns, nor can we have our Harvest lunches or suppers and all the lovely social events of the season. 
However… there is still so much to thank God for, and so we’re focussing more on that aspect; thanking God for the 
provision of food, yes, but also the gift of creation, love and all that makes life worth living. I came across this  
General Thanksgiving from the Episcopal Church of the USA. Try praying this throughout this month - it says it all! 
 

Accept, O Lord, our thanks and praise for all that you have done for us. We thank you for the splendour of the whole 
creation, for the beauty of this world, for the wonder of life, and for the mystery of love. 
We thank you for the blessing of family and friends, and for the loving care which surrounds us on every side. 
We thank you for setting us at tasks which demand our best efforts, and for leading us to accomplishments which satisfy 
and delight us. 
We thank you also for those disappointments and failures that lead us to acknowledge our dependence on you alone. 
Above all, we thank you for your Son Jesus Christ; for the truth of his Word and the example of his life; for his steadfast 
obedience, by which he overcame temptation; for his dying, through which he overcame death; and for his rising to life 
again, in which we are raised to the life of your kingdom. 
Grant us the gift of your Spirit, that we may know Christ and make him known; and through him, at all times and in 
all places, may give thanks to you in all things.  Amen. 
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The Collect 
 
Almighty God, whose only Son has opened for us 
a new and living way into your presence: 
give us pure hearts and steadfast wills to worship you in 
spirit and in truth; through Jesus Christ your Son our 
Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen 
 
 
Old Testament Reading 
Exodus 14: 19-31 
 
The angel of God who was going before the Israelite 
army moved and went behind them; and the pillar of 
cloud moved from in front of them and took its place 
behind them. It came between the army of Egypt and the 
army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the 
darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come near 
the other all night.  Then Moses stretched out his hand 
over the sea. The Lord drove the sea back by a strong 
east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and 
the waters were divided. The Israelites went into the sea 
on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their 
right and on their left. The Egyptians pursued, and went 
into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, 
and chariot drivers. At the morning watch the Lord in the 
pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the Egyptian 
army, and threw the Egyptian army into panic. He 
clogged their chariot wheels so that they turned with 
difficulty. The Egyptians said, ‘Let us flee from the 
Israelites, for the Lord is fighting for them against Egypt.’ 
Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Stretch out your hand over 
the sea, so that the water may come back upon the 
Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers.’ So 
Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn 
the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians 
fled before it, the Lord tossed the Egyptians into the sea.  
The waters returned and covered the chariots and the 
chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had 
followed them into the sea; not one of them remained.  
But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, 
the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on 
their left.  Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the 
Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the 
seashore. Israel saw the great work that the Lord did 
against the Egyptians. So the people feared the Lord and 
believed in the Lord and in his servant Moses. 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
New Testament Reading 
Romans 14: 1-12 
 
Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the 
purpose of quarrelling over opinions. Some believe in 
eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables.  
Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and 
those who abstain must not pass judgement on those 
who eat; for God has welcomed them. Who are you to 
pass judgement on servants of another? It is before their 
own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, 
for the Lord is able to make them stand. Some judge one 
day to be better than another, while others judge all days 
to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds.  
Those who observe the day, observe it in honour of the 

Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honour of the Lord, since 
they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, 
abstain in honour of the Lord and give thanks to God. 
We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to 
ourselves. If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we 
die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we 
die, we are the Lord’s. For to this end Christ died and 
lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead 
and the living.  Why do you pass judgement on your 
brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your 
brother or sister? For we will all stand before the 
judgement seat of God. For it is written,  ‘As I live, says 
the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue 
shall give praise to God.’   
So then, each of us will be accountable to God. 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Gospel Reading 
Matthew 18: 21-35 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 
Matthew.   Glory to you, O Lord 
 
Peter came and said to Jesus, 
‘Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, 
how often should I forgive? As many as seven 
times?’ Jesus said to him, ‘Not seven times, but, I tell 
you, seventy-seven times. For this reason the kingdom of 
heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle 
accounts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, 
one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to 
him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be 
sold, together with his wife and children and all his 
possessions, and payment to be made. So the slave fell 
on his knees before him, saying, “Have patience with me, 
and I will pay you everything.” And out of pity for him, the 
lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt.  
But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of 
his fellow-slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and 
seizing him by the throat, he said, “Pay what you owe.”  
Then his fellow-slave fell down and pleaded with him, 
“Have patience with me, and I will pay you.” But he 
refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he 
should pay the debt. When his fellow-slaves saw what 
had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they 
went and reported to their lord all that had taken place.  
Then his lord summoned him and said to him, “You 
wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you 
pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on 
your fellow-slave, as I had mercy on you?” And in anger 
his lord handed him over to be tortured until he should 
pay his entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also do to 
every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or 
sister from your heart.’ 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
 
Post Communion Prayer  
 
Lord God, the source of truth and love, keep us faithful to 
the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, united in prayer 
and the breaking of bread, and one in joy and simplicity 
of heart, in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 


