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In & around the Benefice…. 
12th July | Fifth Sunday after Trinity 

Please hold in your prayers this week:  

  All those missing loved ones who live far away 

  All involved in the process of finding our new Rector 

  Those suffering from, affected by or working to prevent the spread of Coronavirus, including the NHS, 
 council workers, teachers 

  NHS staff caring for Covid-19 patients, that they may have strength and resilience for their task, and be kept 
 safe 

  Persecuted Christians across the world, especially in North Korea 

  Those in residential care and the housebound, among them: Audrey Desborough, Ruth Williams, Gwen York, 
 Ann and Colin Dix 

  Those who suffer in body, mind or spirit, among them:  Chris Sayles, Tom Stock, Nicholas Vaughan, 
 Freddie Hogan, Mandy Bates, Mairi Boyd, Anne Blackmore, Fabienne Godfrey 

  The recently departed, amongst them Evelyn Williams, and all who grieve at this time 

Please visit our website for information on worship during the lockdown  

http://www.yardleyhastingsbenefice.co.uk/worship/worship-during-the-lockdown  

Our PCCs and church members have been busy this week preparing the buildings for worship. The church wardens 
and Ministry Team agreed that a gentle start would be wise, given the Risk Assessments that have to be completed 
and the many differences there will be to our services, so we will be holding one service per week, each village  
taking a turn, through July and August. We hope that way to learn gradually from mistakes and successes! 
 
So we are pleased to say we shall be opening for worship next week (19th July) at 10am at St Margaret’s Denton. 
This will be a Morning Service (no Communion), celebrating the Patronal Festival of St Margaret. The following 
week, the Feast of St Mary Magdalene, we shall be at Castle Ashby for their Patronal Festival, also at 10am, for a 
similar service. The August services will be Holy Communions. A fuller letter of explanation and service schedule 
will be coming to each of you and will be on the website. We are asking people initially NOT to travel to different  
villages for services (how strange is that?!) as numbers will have to be restricted.  
The online services (either by Zoom or Youtube) will continue so that we can all share in worship in some form.  

**** This week's service is live online at 10am on Sunday 12th July****  

We welcome Bishop John, recovering now from Covid-19, as he joins us for our 10am Morning Service. He will also 
be giving us a short homily.  
 
Following the service, Liz Taylor from Yardley Hastings will be licensed by Bishop John to be a Reader in our  
Benefice. She has been training for 3 years whilst working full time as a physiotherapist - well done Liz!  
She will be licensed to minister in all our parishes, leading services, preaching, taking funerals, leading bible study 
groups and in pastoral care.  
We wish Liz well this morning, sending her our love, and we look forward to her ministry amongst us. 
 
These are the links you will need today: 
 
10.00am service       https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84307467901?pwd=VjNobGgyQjF0SWhyMmUrQ2k5TkNjQT09   

10.30am licensing    https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81853420157?pwd=WW96UHU0NWowRjBkU2s5a2pZN3ljUT09  

Do try to be there, and have a glass of something fizzy ready to celebrate with Liz afterwards! 

Please note: Evelyn Williams’ funeral is at St Mary’s Grendon on Monday 20th July at 1pm.  Unless you have been 
invited, please don’t go to the church, as numbers are very limited. You are asked to pay your respects by coming 
out to stand on the pavement (safely distanced). It may be possible to hear the service from a safe distance outside. 

http://www.yardleyhastingsbenefice.co.uk
http://www.yardleyhastingsbenefice.co.uk/worship/worship-during-the-lockdown
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84307467901?pwd=VjNobGgyQjF0SWhyMmUrQ2k5TkNjQT09
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The Collect 
Almighty and everlasting God, 
by whose Spirit the whole body of the Church is 
governed and sanctified: 
hear our prayer which we offer for all your faithful 
people, 
that in their vocation and ministry 
they may serve you in holiness and truth 
to the glory of your name; 
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen 
 
 
First Reading 
1 Samuel 3: 1-10 
 
Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord 
under Eli. The word of the Lord was rare in those 
days; visions were not widespread. At that time Eli, 
whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he 
could not see, was lying down in his room; the lamp 
of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying 
down in the temple of the Lord, where the ark of 
God was. Then the Lord called, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ 
and he said, ‘Here I am!’ and ran to Eli, and said, 
‘Here I am, for you called me.’ But he said, ‘I did not 
call; lie down again.’ So he went and lay down. The 
Lord called again, ‘Samuel!’ Samuel got up and 
went to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ 
But he said, ‘I did not call, my son; lie down again.’ 
Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and the 
word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. 
The Lord called Samuel again, a third time. And he 
got up and went to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you 
called me.’ Then Eli perceived that the Lord was 
calling the boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, ‘Go, 
lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, “Speak, 
Lord, for your servant is listening.”’ So Samuel went 
and lay down in his place. Now the Lord came and 
stood there, calling as before, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ 
And Samuel said, ‘Speak, for your servant is 
listening.’ 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Gospel Reading 
Matthew 13: 1-9, 18-23 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according 
to Matthew.   Glory to you, O Lord 
 
Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the 
lake. Such great crowds gathered around him that 
he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole 
crowd stood on the beach. And he told them many 
things in parables, saying: ‘Listen! A sower went out 
to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the 
path, and the birds came and ate them up. Other 
seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have 
much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they 
had no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they 
were scorched; and since they had no root, they 
withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and 
the thorns grew up and choked them. Other seeds 
fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a 
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Let anyone 
with ears listen!’ 
 
‘Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone 
hears the word of the kingdom and does not 
understand it, the evil one comes and snatches 
away what is sown in the heart; this is what was 
sown on the path. As for what was sown on rocky 
ground, this is the one who hears the word and 
immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person 
has no root, but endures only for a while, and when 
trouble or persecution arises on account of the 
word, that person immediately falls away. As for 
what was sown among thorns, this is the one who 
hears the word, but the cares of the world and the 
lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields 
nothing. But as for what was sown on good soil, this 
is the one who hears the word and understands it, 
who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a 
hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.’ 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ.  

Prayer for our Benefice  
Almighty God, 

send down upon your Church the riches of your Spirit, 
and kindle in all who minister the gospel your countless gifts of grace;  

Pour your blessings on Janet, Amanda, our new Reader Liz and Children's Minister Deborah;  
guide, inspire and strengthen them in their Ministry and help them to tend your flock.  

Help us all to be faithful in our worship and prayer and to love each other,  
care for those in any need and welcome newcomers.  

Give wisdom to those who are helping to fill our vacancy  
and help those looking for a new ministry to answer your call.  

Help us to discover your future for us and to see your kingdom grow in this place. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 


